Father Forgive Them
JESUS - A man who went to the cross who didn’t deserve it.  A man who laid down his life for our sins and we don’t appreciate it.  A man who could forgive the unforgivable, undeserving, unloving, and uncaring.  A man who wasn’t selfish and gave up his life for us.  HE DIDN’T DESERVE IT! “FATHER FORGIVE THEM FOR THEY KNOW NOT WHAT THEY DO!” or do they?
Jesus said, while being beaten, laughed at and left by his so called friends, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do”!
"Forgive them" said Jesus. Who, I wonder, was Jesus referring to? There were many groups of people around the cross. Closest to him would have been the execution party, roman soldiers trained to carry out discipline and cruelty. Those who had the horrible job of nailing a human being to a cross, but maybe they were the least guilty of everyone responsible for putting to death an innocent man - after all, they were under the strict instructions from the roman governor, and if they didn’t do it, it would have meant instant death for themselves. Yet they were involved - they crucified Jesus.  And then he had his disciples, family and friends.

 
As Jesus prayed his unselfish prayer "father, forgive them" his eyes looked at the other groups there: there were the teachers who hated him, the priests who bought him with silver, the traitor (Judas) who sold him to them, the crowd who had cried "crucify him" at his trial, and in the distance was Pilate in his palace trying not to feel guilty by blaming somebody else for what was happening. But I like to think that Jesus was talking about a larger group of people than those I have mentioned: there were the disciples who had been by his side for nearly three years. They hadn’t even lifted a finger to keep this from happening. They were there looking from a distance. (Now what’s up with that – I sure don’t want friends like them).  But as Jesus went through the torture of crucifixion, they didn’t even try to stop what was happening.

 
What does this tell us? All these groups people helped to crucify Jesus - they were all guilty, but for real, they are only small number of a bigger number of those people responsible for crucifying Jesus, because the message of the bible is that it was the sin of the world which crucified Jesus. The gospel writers simply wrote "they crucified Jesus". Who crucified him? I’ll tell you who crucified him. I did - and you did, and they did, those groups around the cross. There is a song that asks, "Were you there when they crucified my lord?" “they” crucified the lord? Really, the song should say "we crucified the lord". Every one of us is equally guilty, "they do not know what they do" said Jesus. Yeah right. Mankind had become so blinded by evil and so messed up by sin that mankind didn’t even realize the holiness of Jesus. These poor representatives of mankind were swept along by the power of Satan in seeking to destroy the lord - "they do not know what they do" - but they did it all the same. 

